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Royal Pavilion in Brighton, Patchamol Jensatienwong / Shutterstock.com



City of Bath. www.bath.co.uk

Welcome to the

Open Palace Programme
This booklet will provide you with all the day to day details you need about the programme. 
Please note that small adjustments to the timetable may sometimes be necessary. 

The Open Palace Programme would like to thank all those who contributed to this year’s event.
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Sunday 30 June 2019

On arrival in the city, all participants should 
head for Bath Townhouse at 19 St James 
Parade.

If you come by train you will arrive at Bath Spa 
train station which is in the centre of Bath. 
It is a short walk from the city’s shops and 
attractions. There are regular train services 
direct from London Paddington and London 
Waterloo to Bath Spa, with an average journey 
time of around 90 minutes.

Bath Spa Station to Bath Townhouse is 
approximately a four-minute walk:

•  Head southeast on St James’s Parade 
toward Corn St

•  Turn left onto Dorchester St/A3039 and 
walk up the street

• St James Parade is on the right.

19 St James Parade
Bath
BA1 1UL

Abbey Taxis:
01225 44 44 44

V cars:
01225 46 46 46

Address

Taxis

Bath Abbey, England by Christophe.Finot. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Bath#/media/File:Bath_abbey_2.JPG
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Sunday 30 June 2019

Accommodation

You will be staying at Bath Townhouse or a 
comfortable apartment nearby. Breakfast 
will be provided at both addresses. Bath 
Townhouse is a luxury self-catering property 
on five floors of a beautiful Georgian town 
house in the centre of Bath. It has been 
sympathetically restored not only to enhance 
the original features of this 18th century 
building, but also to add comfort and some 
luxury. The interior design has a modern 
vintage feel. Accommodation over five floors 
comprises nine bedrooms, five walk in wet 
rooms, two bathrooms, two fully equipped 
kitchens and two lounge areas – one, with a 
large kitchen table, seats 14, and the other 
eight to nine. Both lounges have wall mounted 
TVs, DVD players and MP3 docking stations. 
There is a games room in the vault with wall 
mounted TV, games consoles, and a sofa bed. 
Linen and towels are provided, wifi is free and 
available throughout the building. There are 
two washing machines and two tumble dryers.

4:00pm
Check in at 19 St James 
Parade 

6:00pm 
A welcome tea for all 
participants will be held 
at 19 St James Parade.

Bath Townhouse
19 St James’s Parade Bath 
BA1 1UL 
Tel: 01225 421 683  
www.queensberryestates.co.uk

Royal Crescent, Bath by Arpingstone https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Bath#/media/File:Royal.crescent.aerial.bath.arp.jpg
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Royal Crescent, Bath by Arpingstone https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Bath#/media/File:Royal.crescent.aerial.bath.arp.jpg

We will be spending 
the week working
with Bath Preservation 
Trust.

Archaeological evidence shows that Bath’s 
main spring was regarded as a shrine by the 
Celts. The Romans occupied the spot, shortly 
after invading Britain, until 42AD. They built
baths and a temple here, and in the 7th 
century Bath Abbey was founded. Bath 
became a popular spa town in the 17th 
century and expanded massively in Georgian 
times. By 1801 it was one of the most 
significant centres in the country.

This week you will benefit from the expertise 
of professionals at Bath Preservation 
Trust and will learn about the particular 
approach that the Trust takes to the heritage 
challenges it encounters at its sites.

Bath Preservation Trust was founded in 
1934 as a small pressure group, with the 
object of protecting the city’s architectural 
heritage. The Trust exists ‘to preserve for the 
benefit of the public the historic character 
and amenities of the city of Bath and its 
surroundings’.

The city of Bath has been accorded the status 
of a World Heritage Site, recognised as a 
place of outstanding universal significance 
for its rare visual integrity, its 18th century 
architectural quality and its landscape setting, 
which forms a magnificent backdrop to the 
city’s architecture. In a city with such a wealth 
of heritage there are inevitably difficult 
challenges to be faced in reconciling the 
demands of a modern thriving urban centre 
with the exceptional level of conservation 
care demanded in a World Heritage Site. The 
21st century has brought with it the added 
pressures of encroachment to the city’s green 
belt setting. The role and influence of the 
Trust is needed now as much as ever.

Pulteney Bridge, Bath, by Michael Maggs https://commons.
wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pulteney_Bridge,_Bath_2.jpg
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Monday 1 July 2019

On Monday morning you will be met at Bath 
Townhouse and taken to join the Mayor of 
Bath’s  Honorary Guide, who will lead you on a 
tour of the city. You will be free from noon to 
explore Bath further for yourself.

We would particularly recommend:

1. Bath Abbey

2. The Roman Baths

3. Holburne Museum

4. Museum of East Asian Art

Roman Baths, Bath by Photograph © Andrew Dunn, 15 September 2005. http://www.
andrewdunnphoto.com. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Roman_Baths,_Bath.jpg

The Holburne Museum, seen from Sydney Place. Roger Bowdler 
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1395305
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Tuesday 2 July 2019

On Tuesday we will meet at Bath Townhouse to 
travel to Beckford’s Tower and Museum.

Don’t forget to bring your lunch each day.

Curator Dr Amy Frost will introduce Beckford’s 
Tower followed by a short talk on the basic 
history and principles of building conservation. 
Participants will then each be allocated a 
particular section of the building, which they 
will be asked to survey, recording any signs 
of decay and suggesting possible and discuss 
their surveys.

You will be free to explore the city from 14.30.

City of Bath, Somerset,, stocker1970 / Shutterstock.com

Beckford’s Tower. John Sparshatt, geograph.org.uk
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Wednesday 3 July 2019

On Wednesday we will meet at the Townhouse 
and will walk to The Museum of Bath 
Architecture, which is housed in the Countess 
of Huntingdon’s Chapel, and meet the 
Education Officer for a session on Learning 
and Access.

You will be free to explore the city from 14.00.

Museum of Bath Architecture, Bath. https://bathnewseum.com/tag/museum-of-bath-architecture/

Number One Royal Crescent, Bath. 
Honey Cloverz / Shutterstock.com
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Museum of Bath Architecture, Bath. https://bathnewseum.com/tag/museum-of-bath-architecture/

Thursday 4 July 2019

On Thursday we will meet at the Townhouse 
and we will walk to Number 1 Royal Crescent 
together. 

This restored Georgian town house and 
museum sits at one end of John Wood the 
Younger’s celebrated Royal Crescent. A tour of 
No. 1 Royal Crescent will conclude with a walk 
around the exhibition gallery. We will then walk 
to the Museum of Bath Architecture for a talk 
on the complexities of organising, designing 
and delivering a temporary exhibition in a 
small museum. 

The talk will be followed by a task in which 
you show how you would interpret your top 
five objects from No. 1 Royal Crescent in its 
exhibition space.

In the afternoon we will visit the Roman Baths 
to review the Interpretation strategy with this 
Education team.

Roman Baths, By AntB. Shutterstock.com

The Paragon, Bath, aerial view from balloon. Michael 
Maggs, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Par-

agon,_Bath,_aerial_view_from_balloon.jpg
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Friday 5 July 2019

Stonehenge

In the morning your coach will arrive to take you 
to Stonehenge and Fishbourne Roman Palace 
and then on to Brighton for the weekend.

Fishbourne Roman Palace was discovered by 
accident by workmen digging in 1960. Modern 
excavations have revealed that the site shifted 
from a military base at the time of the Roman 
invasion in AD43 to a glorious Palace by the end 
of the first century! The site museum offers up 
fascinating artefacts from the excavations plus 
plans, reconstruction drawings and models. 
The remains of the North Wing of the Palace 
are enclosed within a cover building so they are 
accessible for visitors. We will be meeting the 
education team at Fishbourne and finding out 
how they use their collection.

In the afternoon we will continue our journey to 
Brighton and should arrive in the early evening. 
We will settle into our accommodation and then 
you will be free to explore this charming seaside 
city.

Stonehenge seen from the north-east at sunrise http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/stonehenge/history/

Stonehenge is one 
of the world’s most 
famous prehistoric 
monuments.

It was built in several stages: the first was 
an early henge monument, built about 
5,000 years ago, and the unique stone 
circle was erected in the late Neolithic 
period about 2500 BC. In the early Bronze 
Age many burial mounds were built 
nearby. Today, along with the stone circle 
at Avebury, it forms the heart of a World 
Heritage Site, with a unique concentration 
of prehistoric monuments. 
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Stonehenge seen from the north-east at sunrise http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/stonehenge/history/

The history of 
Brighton is a 
facinating one
The history of Brighton is a fascinating 
one. From a sleepy fishing village, 
it turned over the centuries into a 
bustling metropolis and famous seaside 
destination. A key turning point in 
Brighton’s social history occurred when 
Prince George – later to become Prince 
Regent and then George IV – decided to 
make his home in the city in 1783. As a 
result, Brighton’s popularity soared, and 
the seeds were sown for it to become a 
fashionable seaside destination. The town 
underwent an amazing transformation: 
many of its famous Regency squares 
and crescents were built and the Royal 
Pavilion was transformed into an 
extravagant palace. Brighton is bursting 
with other attractions as well – interesting 
museums, a beautiful beach and 
fascinating independent shops. Stretching 
into the sea is the neon-lit Brighton Pier. 
Government figures reveal Brighton as 
the most popular UK seaside destination 
for foreign tourists; over 400,000 
overseas visitors stayed at least one night 
in the city in 2013.

View of the Royal Pavilion, Brighton. Peter Clarke https://commons.
wikimedia.org/wiki/File:View_of_Royal_Pavilion,_Brighton.JPG
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Saturday 6 July 2019

The Royal Pavilion 

We will spend the morning here at the Royal 
Pavilion (see next page). Later we will visit the 
Regency Town House renovation project.

The Regency Town House

On Saturday afternoon we will visit a 
renovation project which is working to make 
a regency home into a heritage centre. The 
Regency Town House is a grade 1-listed 
terraced home of the mid-1820s which is being 
developed as a heritage centre and museum 
to focus on the architecture and social history 
of Brighton & Hove between the 1780s and 
1840s. The house is 15-20 minutes’ walk from 
the Royal Pavilion. We will undertake a practical 
Regency cooking lesson in the original kitchen 
at The Regency Townhouse.

In the evening we will attend a formal dinner 
at The Regency Townhouse. The meal will 
comprise typical Regency dishes.

13 Brunswick Square 
Brighton & Hove 
BN3 1EH 
Tel: 01273 206306 
www.rth.org.uk

The Regency Town House 

Brighton Royal Pavilion. Shutterstock.com
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Brighton Royal Pavilion. Shutterstock.com

The Royal Pavilion
The Royal Pavilion, built as a seaside pleasure palace for King George IV, mixes Regency 
grandeur with Indian and Chinese influences. The exotic building has a colourful history 
stretching back over 200 years. It has also served as a civic building and a First World War 
hospital, and has become a true icon of Brighton. 

The organisation which runs it, the Royal Pavilion and Museums Foundation, is responsible 
for all the historic buildings of Brighton & Hove City Council that are open to the public.

The foundation aims ‘to build a resilient organisation, outstanding for its vibrancy and 
relevance, renowned for its digital innovation, and inspiring a powerful sense of shared 
ownership. Its work is driven by creative collaborations with local communities and cultural 
organisations, to reach new and more diverse audiences.’ It uses its world class collections 
and buildings to inspire learning and creativity, help people develop new skills, improve 
quality of life, and make a major contribution to the local and regional visitor economy. The 
museums employ about 150 staff and are supported by 84 volunteers.
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The Regency Town House http://rth.org.uk/local-history/
brunswick-town/tour-of-house

Sunday 7 July 2019

The Regency Town House
We will walk to the Regency Town House for 
tour of the house and a fascinating practical 
session on historical plaster work. Plastering is 
one of the most ancient building handicrafts. 
Historical evidence shows that primitive people 
plastered mud over a framework of sticks and 
reeds that served as early protective structures 
against the elements. The 17th century saw 
the introduction of different types of internal 
plasterwork and the 18th century gave rise 
to renewed interest in innovative external 
plasters. In the 19th century, various mixtures 
of modified gypsum plasters, such as Keene’s 
cement, appeared. These materials were 
developed for use as internal wall plasters, 
increasing the usefulness of Plaster of Paris as 
they set more slowly and were easier to use. 

The Regency Town House, front aspect. http://www.rth.org.uk
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Monday 8 July 2019

We will travel to Oxford. We will stop on the 
way at Kingston Bagpuize House. Surrounded 
by garden and parkland this beautiful early 
Georgian style house is in red brick with stone 
quoins, banding and window surrounds. The 
entrance hall is dominated by the handsome 
cantilever staircase. The elegant reception 
rooms have period furniture and paintings. The 
house is a family home and we will be shown 
round by the owner.

We will then travel on to Oxford where we will 
stay for at Keble College.

Bridge of Sighs, Oxford. Chensiyuan. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1_oxford_bridge_of_sighs_2012.jpg

https://www.visitheritage.co.uk
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Keble College Oxford
‘That new place near the Parks what’s going to 
stop us all from saying “Damn”’. Such were the 
sentiments of an Oxford labourer confronted 
with the newly founded Keble College in the 
1870s. This reputation reflected Keble’s origins 
in a movement of ecclesiastical reform. The 
College was established in memory of John 
Keble (1792-1866), a founding member of the 
so- called ‘Tractarian’ movement which sought 
to recover the Catholic heritage of the Church 
of England. Funding for the new college was 
sought from Tractarian sympathisers, including 
the benefactor of the chapel, William Gibbs, 
whose family’s fortune was based on Peruvian 
bird droppings, a valuable fertiliser. Keble 
College opened its doors to just 30 students 
in 1870, and the Chapel was opened on St 
Mark’s Day 1876. Today it educates over 650 
people. The architect was William Butterfield, 
whose striking polychromatic brickwork, ‘the 
most approved “holy zebra” style’ in the eyes 
of its critics, served as a defiant assertion of a 
distinctively high church position. If it was the 
intention of the college’s founders to create a 
high church seminary, its first warden, Edward 
Talbot, had other ideas, encouraging the 
teaching of science, and showing sympathy 
to the theory of evolution. Nor could the early 
students live up to the demands of ‘poverty 
and obedience’ envisaged by the founders: 
student life was punctuated by regular 
unlicensed boxing matches at which, we are 
told, ‘the liquid refreshment was not tea’.

The choir and sanctuary of Keble College Chapel. By Diliff. https://commons.wikimedia.
org/wiki/File:Keble_College_Chapel_Interior_2,_Oxford,_UK_-_Diliff.jpg
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Tuesday 9 July 2019

We will travel by coach from Oxford to Windsor 
Castle. We will arrive at Windsor Castle for a 
specialist session on collection management.

We will re-join the coach and set off for Oxford.

Windsor Castle, Josep Renalias. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Castell_de_Windsor.JPG

Windsor Castle, David Dixon , geograph.org.uk
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Windsor Castle
Windsor Castle is a royal residence in the county of 
Berkshire. It is the oldest and largest inhabited castle 
in the world and has been the family home of British 
kings and queens for almost 1,000 years. It is an official 
residence of Her Majesty The Queen, whose standard 
flies from the Round Tower when she is there. Part of 
the Royal Collection is displayed at the castle. 

One of the largest and most important art collections 
in the world, it is among the last great European royal 
collections to remain intact. Comprising items drawn 
from almost all parts of the fine and decorative arts and 
running to more than a million objects, it is a unique 
and valuable record of the personal tastes of kings and 
queens over the past 500 years. Following the execution 
of Charles I in 1649, the greater number of the King’s 
magnificent possessions were sold by order of the Lord 
Protector Oliver Cromwell, and the Royal Collection 
has largely been formed since the Restoration of the 
Monarchy in 1660. 

The Royal Collection is held in trust by The Queen as 
sovereign for her successors and the nation and is not 
owned by her as a private individual.

In the afternoon, we will return to Oxford by coach.

Interior of WIndsor Castle. Josep Renalias. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Castell_de_Windsor_-_Capella_de_Sant_Jordi.JPG

Windsor Castle, by xlibber. https://commons.wikimedia.
org/wiki/File:Windsor_Castle_(5926403441).jpg
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Interior of WIndsor Castle. Josep Renalias. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Castell_de_Windsor_-_Capella_de_Sant_Jordi.JPG

Wednesday 10 July 2019

In the morning, we will walk to the Pitt Rivers 
Museum for a specialist session with Andrew 
McLellan, Head of Education. Andrew ‘leads the 
department, provides the vision, and goes to lots 
of meetings. He is particularly interested in film 
projects and has worked with teenagers in care, 
schools and community groups. He arrived at 
the Pitt Rivers Museum in 2000 to start up the 
Education Team, which now encompasses seven 
staff.’

In the afternoon we join the coach at Keble 
College and depart for Waddesdon Manor and the 
Rothschilds fabulous collection.

‘The Pitt Rivers Museum is also known as The 
University of Oxford’s museum of anthropology 
and world archaeology. The museum was 
founded in 1884 following a gift to the University 
from General Pitt Rivers. It retains its unique 
atmosphere with dense displays of artefacts, 
many in the original wooden display cabinets. 
A special feature of the Pitt Rivers Museum is 
the arrangement of the collection according to 
the following typologies: musical instruments, 

Waddesdon Manor was built by Baron 
Ferdinand de Rothschild between 1874 
and 1885 to display his outstanding 
collection of arts and to entertain the 
fashionable world. 

Opened to the public in 1959, 
Waddesdon Manor is managed by the 
Rothschild Foundation on behalf of the 
National Trust, who took over ownership 
in 1957. Waddesdon’s collection of 
French 18th-century decorative arts and 
17th- and 18th-century paintings is world 
famous. Its wine cellars and aviary are 
popular visitor attractions. You will be 
meeting the specialist staff and finding 
out about their work at the Manor.

Natural History Museum and Pitt River Museum, Andrew Rivett.
http://schools-wikipedia.org/images/1048/104840.jpg.htm

weapons, masks, textiles, jewellery, and 
tools. This famous arrangement allows 
visitors to see how different challenges 
were solved in different eras.’
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Thursday 11 July 2019

Today we will visit the Rare Books department 
at the Bodleian library to meet their specialist 
staff. The Bodleian Libraries’ Special Collections 
(at the Weston Library) holds the second largest 
collection of manuscripts and archives in 
Britain, with items ranging in date from papyri 
of the 3rd century B.C. to correspondence and 
papers of the present. 

Particular strengths are medieval manuscripts, 
17th-century literary and historical collections, 
antiquarian and topographical manuscripts, 
Commonwealth and African collections, and 
modern scholarly, literary, and political papers 
and digital material, including the University 
Archives for the University of Oxford Trust.

https://travel.sygic.com

Antique book - AbeBooks
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Friday 12 July 2019

Stowe House and Gardens 
Stowe House, created between 1677 and 1779, 
was built in several phases by famous designers 
including Vanbrugh, William Kent, Robert Adam 
and William Cleare who worked for Sir Christopher 
Wren as his chief joiner. Now a Grade 1 listed 
country house, it is the home of the independent 
Stowe School, and is owned by the Stowe House 
Restoration Trust which has spent more than 
£25m on its restoration. HRH Prince Charles, who 
has a particular interest in architecture, believes 
that Stowe is ‘one of Britain’s finest 18th century 
houses’. The gardens are owned by the National 
Trust. In the 1710s and ‘20s Charles Bridgeman 
and John Vanbrugh designed an English Baroque 
park for the house. This was developed in the 
1730s by William Kent and James Gibbs, working 
with Bridgeman, and more temples were added. 
Stowe began to evolve into a series of natural 

Stowe House 
Preservation Trust, 
Stowe, Buckingham 
MK18 5EH  
Tel: +44 (0)1280 818002/ 
(0)1280 818166 (24 hour) 
www.stowe.co.uk/house/

pictures, to be appreciated from a 
perambulation rather than from a central 
point. Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown was 
head gardener from 1741 to 1751, during 
which time Bridgeman’s Octagonal 
Pond and Eleven Acre Lake were given a 
‘natural’ shape, as was now the fashion.

Stowe Park, Octagon Lake. Graham Horn http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/2588332
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Friday 12 July 2019

The day is spent at Stowe House and the 
session will be led by their Visitor Experience 
Manager. At Stowe you will benefit from 
the expertise of professionals at Stowe 
Preservation Trust and will learn about the 
particular approach that the Trust takes to the 
heritage challenges it encounters at its unique 
sites. Its long-term goal is to return the site to 
its former glory. In the short term, this involves 
restoring the house so that it becomes, as it 
was designed, the principal temple in Stowe’s 
gardens, and in re-uniting and restoring the 
gardens. Longer term, the Trust, the school 
and the National Trust will work together to 
further the restoration of Stowe as a historic 
masterpiece. There will be drinks and a special 
picnic at the end of the day.

In the evening we will travel to London where 
you will enjoy free time for the weekend.

We will be checking into College Hall which is 
a University of London intercollegiate hall of 
residence located in historic Bloomsbury, in 

central London just a few minutes 
from King’s Cross/St. Pancras. The 
British Library, British Museum, 
Senate House and many of the 
Colleges of the University of London 
are within a short walking distance 
as well as a variety of markets, 
restaurants, pubs and shops.

College Hall, 
Malet Street, 
London 
WC1E 7HZ 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7756 8200 
http://halls.london.ac.uk/
college-hall

The Wooden Bridge in Stowe Gardens. DeFacto https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wooden_Bridge,_Stowe_Gardens.jpg
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The Wooden Bridge in Stowe Gardens. DeFacto https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wooden_Bridge,_Stowe_Gardens.jpg

Bloomsbury

Bloomsbury is the literary and academic 
district of central London, historically 
patronised by celebrated writers and 
artists, including the novelist Virginia 
Woolf, poet TS Eliot, and artist Roger 
Fry. At its centre sits Russell Square, 
named for the Russell family of 
the 17th and 18th centuries whose 
investment transformed the area into the 
fashionable residential and cultural locale 
it is today. As well as being the city’s 
largest and most famous scholarly area, 
the proximity of the West End’s theatres, 
cinemas, shopping attractions, and other 
landmarks make Bloomsbury well placed 
for entertainment. The trendy bars, cafés 
and restaurants that line the streets 
all contribute to the lively, friendly and 
diverse atmosphere of the area, while 
internationally renowned institutions 
like the British Museum and the British 
Library are within a stone’s throw.

London information:

• www.culture24.org.uk/home

• www.visitlondon.com/

• www.londontourist.org/

• www.london-tourist-guide.com/

•	 https://tfl.gov.uk	(transport	info)

Francis Duke of Bedford, Russell Square. Stephen McKay
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/588840
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Monday 15 July 2019

We will meet at your accommodation to travel to 
Apsley House on Hyde Park Corner, the London 
home of the first Duke of Wellington, to consider 
the collection there with Josephine Oxley, Keeper 
of the Wellington Collection at Apsley House and 
Wellington Arch.

Apsley House

The house has changed very little since the Duke 
of Wellington’s victory at Waterloo in 1815. Built 
by Robert Adam in the 1770s, it was transformed 
in the 1820s by the architect Benjamin Dean 
Wyatt. It has one of the finest art collections in 
London, with paintings by Velásquez and Rubens, 
and a superb collection of silver and porcelain. 
Still the London home of the ninth Duke, it has 
been managed by English Heritage since 2004.

After this session Tracy Borman, the renowed 
historian and joint chief curator of the historic 
Royal Palace will give you an illuminating talk.

149 Piccadilly, 
London W1J 7NT 
Tel: 0370 333 1181 
www.english-heritage.org.uk/
visit/ places/apsley-house

Apsley House 

Interior, Apsley House. http://www.english-heritage.org.uk
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Interior, Apsley House. http://www.english-heritage.org.uk

Tracy Borman

Tracy has worked for historic properties and 
heritage organisations including the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, The National Archives and 
English Heritage. She is now chief executive 
of the Heritage Education Trust, a charity that 
encourages children to visit and learn from 
historic properties through the Sandford Award 
scheme. She is also joint chief curator for 
Historic Royal Palaces, the charity that manages 
Hampton Court Palace, the Tower of London, 
Kensington Palace, Kew Palace, the Banqueting 
House and Whitehall, and Hillsborough Castle 
in Northern Ireland. Tracy often appears on 
television and radio, and is a regular contributor 
to history magazines. Her latest historical work, 
‘The Private Lives of the Tudors’, was adapted 
into a major TV series.

Hampton Court Palace, Daniel Newman. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hampton_Court_Palace.jpg

Tracy Borman, https://www.lincolnshirelife.co.uk
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Tuesday 15 July 2019

We will meet early to travel to the Tower of 
London. Today’s activities take place in two of 
London’s Historic Royal Palaces. In a day devoted 
to curating skills, this morning you will visit the 
Tower of London, on the east side of the city. 
After lunch we will reconvene at Kensington 
Palace.

Historic Royal Palaces 
HRP is an independent charity which manages 
Britain’s unoccupied royal palaces for the 
Queen. We will be visiting the three best known 
– Hampton Court, Kensington Palace and the 
Tower of London. www.hrp.org.uk

Tower of London  
Her Majesty’s Royal Palace and Fortress, more 
commonly known as the Tower of London, is 
a historic castle on the north bank of the River 
Thames in central London.

Kensington Palace 
This afternoon is spent at Kensington Palace. 
This is the home of the Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge, Prince Harry and several other 
members of the Royal Family. Inhabited by 

the British Royal Family since the 17th 
century, this residence in Kensington 
Garden is in the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea.

We will finish our activity at 16:00pm

Tower of London, 
London EC3N 4AB 
Tel: +44 844 482 7777 
www.hrp.org.uk/tower-of-
london/

Kensington Palace, 
London W8 4PX 
Tel: (020) 844 482 7777 
www.hrp.org.uk/
KensingtonPalace

Kensington Gardens, 
London W8 4PX 
http://www.hrp.org.uk/
kensington-palace/#gs.
QF49VsM

The White Garden, Kensington Palace. To mark the 20th anniversary of the death of Diana, Princess of Wales. AndyScott
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_White_Garden_and_Orangery,_Kensington_Palace.jpg
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We will meet to travel to Hampton Court.

Hampton Court Palace 
This royal palace in the London Borough of 
Richmond upon Thames, Greater London, in the 
historic county of Middlesex, was last inhabited 
by the Royal Family in the 18th century. Building 
of the palace began in 1515 for Cardinal Thomas 
Wolsey, a favourite of King Henry VIII. In 1529, 
as Wolsey fell from favour, the King seized the 
palace for himself and later enlarged it. Along 
with St James’s Palace, it is one of only two 
surviving palaces out of the many owned by King 
Henry VIII.

The programme will include:

Introduction to Collections risks  A talk will 
introduce you to collections and conservation 
with an examination of the risks at a heritage site, 
and the conservation risk management approach 
to their preservation.

Challenge: Participants will undertake a review 
of the collections risks at Hampton Court 
Palace, considering how they are managed and 
identifying future opportunities and threats to 
collections care. Participants will present findings 
to the group and discuss with input from palace 
preventive conservation experts.

Introduction to Conservation Management A 
talk will introduce participants to collections and 
collections management, with an examination of 
the legal and industry standards for managing 
collections on display and in store at a heritage 
site, and the role of collections management 
procedures in mitigating risk.

Challenge: You will undertake an investigation of 
an object, considering what information should 
be recorded/documented to manage the risks to 
the collection, creating a catalogue record.

You will present findings to the group and discuss 
with input from palace collections management 
experts. This will be followed by a talk by a a 
member of Hampton Court.

Kensington Palace 
East Molesey, 
Surrey KT8 9AU 
Tel: +44 844 482 7777 
www.hrp.org.uk/hampton-
court-palace/

Hampton Court Palace 
Molesey, East Molesey 
KT8 9AU 
www.hrp.org.uk/hampton-
court-palace

Introduction to Treatment 
Conservation Treatment conservation 
works directly on the object to 
stabilise and slow deterioration. An 
illustrated talk will introduce the scope, 
significance and display requirements 
of the collections on display and 
explain the approach to conservation 
treatment and the challenges that 
often throws up. A practical session 
to stabilise a small 18th century 
silk fragment through conservation 
stitching will be followed by a brief visit 
to the Tapestry conservation studio.

The programme will end with a review 
of all the sessions.

The Chapel, Hampton Court Palace. Artist Charles 
Wild.  https://www.royalcollection.org.uk/collec-

tion/922125/the-chapel-hampton-court-palace
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